CHAPTER VII
NICHOLAS  II AND ALEXANDRA
WHEN, in 1894, I learned of the death of Emperor
Alexander III, I went to share rny grief with I. N. Dur-
novo. In those days he was Minister of the Interior, while
I held the office of Minister of Finances. Both of us had
been greatly attached to the deceased monarch, and, nat-
urally, we were in a very dejected mood. In the course of
our talk Durnova asked me what I thought of our new
ruler, Nicholas II.
My reply was to the effect that I had but rarely discussed
business matters with him, that I knew him to be inexperi-
enced in the extreme, but rather intelligent, and that he had
always impressed me as a kindly and well-bred youth. As
a matter of fact, I had rarely come across a better-mannered
young man than Nicholas II. His good-breeding conceals
all his shortcomings. I hoped, I added, that our young
monarch would learn his business, and in that event, the
Ship of State would float on safely.
Durnovo looked at me slyly and said: "Well, Sergey,
I am afraid you are mistaken about our young Emperor.
I know him better, and let me tell you that his reign has
many misfortunes in store for us. Mark my words:
Nicholas II will prove a modernized version of Paul L"
I suspect that Durnovo owed his fine knowledge of the
Emperor's character not &o much to his perspicacity, but
to the fact that perlustration of letters is one of the tasks
with which the Minister of the Interior is entrusted. It
appears that Durnovo perlustrated with great diligence.
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